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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

Lavinia L. Dock, R.N. 

THE ENGLISH VICTORY 

Our English sisters are happy with an exalted, almost religious 
happiness in having at last seen their long, difficult struggle of over 
thirty years, — successful, justified, and rewarded. On December 23 
many of them were present in the House of Lords, where the an- 
nouncement is made, in one of those stately and picturesque cere- 
monies which are a part of their national life, of the Royal Assent, or 
King's Will that bills shall become law. Our equivalent of this is the 
signing by governor or president. Mrs. Fenwick, who had led the 
long battle, wrote in the British Journal of Nursing: 

The trained nurses whose high privilege it was to be present on this historic 
occasion, when with dignified ceremonial the King's Will was proclaimed, were 
filled with unutterable thankfulness that the goal towards which they had striven 
for so many years was attained at last, and that power was conferred on the 
profession of Nursing to fit itself to woithily fulfill its responsibilities to the 
community, which should be the aspiration of every Registered Nurse. 

It was a day surcharged with emotions, a day which we thank God we have 
lived to see. 

The bill is really three, — one for England and Wales, one for Ire- 
land, one for Scotland, all alike in provisions. It is a good bill, a satis- 
factory bill, — fair, just, broad, simple and flexible enough, but not too 
flexible. Its sections deal with the following subjects : 

1. The establishment of a General Nursing Council to prescribe 
standards of nursing education and training. 

2. Regulating the conduct of examinations. 

3. Regulating the formation, maintenance and publication of 
the register. 

4. Providing for the adequate direct representation of regis- 
tered nurses on their own governing body with a majority of voting 
power. 

5. The protected title of registered nurse. 

6. Provision for the institution of a protected uniform and 
badge. 

7. Power of appeal to the High Court of Justice. 

8. Disciplinary powers to maintain the honor and well-being 
of the profession. 

The nurses on the General Nursing Council are to be, first, 
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appointed by the Minister of Health, but after the machinery is set in 
motion they will be elected by registered nurses. They will be sixteen 
in number. There will also be on the Council two persons appointed 
by the Board of Education (who will be, presumably, educationalists), 
two appointed by the Privy Council, (who will be, probably, laity of 
eminence, for they must not be nurses or physicians or hospital 
officials), and five appointed by the Minister of Health; of these, 
evidently, some or all may be medical men or hospital directors. 

In making his appointments of sixteen nurses for the first Coun- 
cil, the Minister will consult with "the Central Committee for the 
State Registration of Nurses, the College of Nursing, the Royal 
British Nurses' Association, and such other Associations or organized 
bodies of nurses or matrons as represent to the Ministers that they 
desire to be consulted in the matter." 

We rejoice with our old friends and send them our warmest 
congratulations. This ending is a splendid justification of the prin- 
ciples they upheld so long against that worst and most subtle, most 
menacing power in the world, the power of organized and selfish 
privilege and wealth. 

We do hope now that Mrs. Fenwick will write the history of 
the Thirty Years' War, and there are two people especially whose 
names must be entered there as unfailingly loyal and true and as 
having been faithful from the first day to the very last. They are 
Margaret Breay and Dr. Bedford Fenwick. 



ITEMS 

The Association of Trained Nurses of Italy has made application for mem- 
bership in the International Council. 

The nurses of Victoria, Australia, are promised an eight-hour day for hos- 
pital pupils in training by act of legislature. 

Australia is taking up the international council idea, we hope soon for her 
membership; she only needs to form a Central Committee of her two national 
societies. 

Miss Maclean of New Zealand longs to get back to pre-war activities. That 
means building up good things instead of wasting time in emergency work, we 
suppose. 



